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PLAN HIGHLIGHTS: 
 
GCS will return to school on Tuesday, August 11.  
❏ Students and staff will not be required to wear masks. 
❏ Students and staff will not have their temperature taken on a daily basis. 
❏ Students and staff will be required to be fever-free for 72 hours without the use of 

fever-reducing medication before returning to school. 
❏ GCS will employ enhanced cleaning procedures with additional hand sanitizing 

stations available. 
❏ Students will be required to provide an individual water bottle. 
❏ Water fountains will be used only to refill water bottles. 
❏ Accommodations will be made to the lunch, playground, and chapel programs as 

necessary. 
❏ GCS will limit non-essential volunteers, visitors, and guests in the building. 
❏ Management of any confirmed case of COVID-19 will be handled in a 

cooperative manner between GCS and the Saint Joseph County Health 
Department. 
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In light of the COVID-19 pandemic environment, Granger Christian School has set forth 
the following guidelines to help keep our students and staff as healthy and safe as 
possible. These guidelines are based upon the most current recommendations from the 
Indiana Department of Education (IDOE), the Indiana State Department of Health 
(ISDH), Indiana Governor Holcomb’s office, and the Indiana General Assembly. The 
conditions, current medical landscape, and evolving body of knowledge surrounding 
COVID-19 is continuing to expand. As it does, you can expect GCS to revise this 
document as necessary. We will make you aware of any changes. Due to current 
government recommendations, Granger Christian School will adhere to the following 
procedures: 
 
SYMPTOMS IMPACTING CONSIDERATION FOR EXCLUSION FROM 
SCHOOL: 
It is essential for parents and school staff to work together to provide a safe atmosphere 
for our students. In light of that, if your child presents any of the following COVID-19 
related symptoms that is not otherwise explained, it is mandatory that you keep them at 
home: 
❏ A fever of 100.4 F or greater 
❏ Cough 
❏ Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 
❏ Chills 
❏ Repeated shaking with chills 
❏ Muscle Pain 
❏ Headache 
❏ Sore throat 
❏ New loss of taste or smell 

Students and employees who test positive for COVID-19 will be excluded from school.  
 
 RETURN TO SCHOOL AFTER EXCLUSION: 
Once a student or employee is excluded from the school environment, they may return 
if they satisfy the recommendations of the CDC. Currently those guidelines are: 
 
Untested 
Persons who have not received a test proving or disproving the presence of COVID-19 
but experience symptoms may return if the following three conditions are met: 
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❏ They have not had a fever for at least 72 hours (that is three full days of no fever 
without the use of medicine that reduces fevers); and 

❏ Other symptoms have improved (for example, when your cough or shortness of 
breath have improved); and 

❏ At least 10 calendar days have passed since your symptoms first appeared. 
 

Tested Positive - Symptomatic 
Persons who experienced symptoms and have been tested for COVID-19 may return to 
school when the following conditions are met: 
❏ The individual no longer has a fever (without the use of medication that reduces 

fevers); and 
❏ Other symptoms have improved (for example, when your cough or shortness of 

breath have improved); and 
❏ At least 10 calendar days have passed since symptoms first appeared; or 
❏ The individual has received two negative tests at least 24 hours apart. 

 
Tested Positive - Asymptomatic 
Persons who have not had symptoms but test positive for COVID-19 may return when 
they have gone 10 calendar days without symptoms and have been released by a 
healthcare provider. Students may also return if they are approved to do so in writing by 
the student’s healthcare provider. 
 
 
SCREENING: 
Screening can consist of self-screening, school-based screening, and/or medical 
inquiries. 
 
SELF-SCREENING: 
Parents must self-screen their child using the above list of criteria before sending their 
child to school. Students, employees, visitors, substitutes, and volunteers exhibiting 
symptoms of COVID-19 without being otherwise explained, are prohibited from coming 
to school. If they do come to school, they will be sent home immediately. 
 
SCHOOL-BASED SCREENING: 
The school will use the above criteria as deemed necessary to conduct screens on any 
students or staff that exhibit possible symptoms of COVID-19. Employees will be 
screened upon entering the building on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. Any student 
or  
employee displaying any of the above COVID-19 symptoms that is not otherwise  
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explained, will be given a mask and placed in a medical room to be picked up 
immediately. As a precaution, ALL visitors, substitutes, volunteers, etc. will be screened 
by school administrative staff upon entrance to the school facilities and will be required 
to wear a mask. 
 
MEDICAL INQUIRIES: 
Federal law typically limits the type of medical inquiries that can be made, but given the 
nature of the pandemic more leeway has been given to districts/schools in this 
circumstance to make additional medical inquiries of staff and students than would 
otherwise be allowed. 
❏ If a parent tells the school that a student is ill, the school may ask the parent 

whether the student is exhibiting any symptoms of COVID-19. 
❏ If an employee calls in sick or appears ill, the school can inquire as to whether 

the employee is experiencing any COVID-19 symptoms. 
❏ If a person is obviously ill, the school may make additional inquiries and may 

exclude the person from school property. 
Even without symptoms, if a student or employee has recently had contact with a 
person with a confirmed case of COVID-19, has someone in their home being tested for 
COVID-19, or has recently traveled to/from somewhere considered to be a “hot spot” by 
the CDC, the school may exclude the student or employee from the school building and 
recommend that they self-quarantine for 14 calendar days. A doctor’s note will be 
required to return to school. In these cases, the three most important mitigation 
strategies are social distancing, frequent handwashing, and appropriate PPE.  
 
CLEANING: 
Classrooms and the gym will be sanitized daily. Restrooms will be cleaned and 
disinfected on a daily basis. Throughout the day, teachers and facilities staff will be 
monitoring the cleanliness of the restrooms. Hand sanitizer dispensers will be available 
in each classroom with the exception of PK as hand soap should be used for younger 
children. Frequent hand-washing will be required, especially at key times such as: 
❏ Start of the school day 
❏ Before eating 
❏ After using the restroom 
❏ After blowing nose, coughing, or sneezing 
❏ After using shared equipment 

The playground will be sanitized. 
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PPE: 
Masks will not be required for GCS students and faculty. However, anyone preferring to 
wear a mask is encouraged to do so. Students and teachers may wear masks in public 
areas such as the hallway, chapel, or cafeteria if they choose to do so.  Masks will be 
required and provided by GCS staff to any students displaying signs of illness related to 
COVID-19 as they await immediate parent pick-up from school. In addition, any visitors 
entering the school will be required to wear a mask. 
 
 
SOCIAL DISTANCING: 
Morning student arrival at school will have 3 different, designated entrances based upon 
student’s grade level to minimize congregating in confined areas. 
IN CLASSROOM: Classroom desks and tables will be rearranged to increase space 
between students. Seats will be assigned and movement around classroom will be 
limited. Desks will be faced in the same direction. Students and staff groupings will 
remain as static as possible to ensure the same group of children stay with the same 
staff as much as possible. Adequate supplies will be provided to the extent needed to 
limit use of supplies or equipment by large groups of students. Classroom visitors will be 
limited, screened upon arrival and required to wear a mask. Large gatherings that 
combine classes or grade levels will be kept to a minimum. Chapel will be conducted on 
Wednesdays and grade levels will stay together in assigned pews in the church 
sanctuary. Each student is required to bring a water bottle for their use throughout the 
day. Water fountains will be used only for refilling water bottles. Traveling between 
buildings will be limited to rare circumstances. Restroom capacity limits will be enforced.  
CAFETERIA: Food sharing will not be permitted. Classes will eat lunch on a rotating 
basis with a limited number of classes in the cafeteria at a time. Students will have 
assigned seating and limited numbers at each table. Cafeteria staff will plate the food 
for each student and place plastic silverware and a drink container on each tray. 
Cafeteria staff will wear masks, gloves, and hats. 
VISITORS: Visitors entering the school will be required to wear a mask and will be 
screened by administrative staff in the front office.  
VENDORS: Vendors will not be allowed inside the school building during school hours.  
FIELD TRIPS: Class field trips will take place in house. Various visitors will be invited to 
the classroom to provide an exciting educational experience for your child. Examples: 
zoo keepers; meteorologists; dentists, etc. 
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES: 
Sports - Phase 2 DOE guidelines are from July 20-August 15. Phase 3 begins August 
15. The DOE recommends cleaning of all equipment before and after use. Students are 
expected to launder their uniforms. Facilities will be cleaned by janitorial staff. No water 
fountain will be available and individual water bottles will be encouraged. Concessions: 
workers will wear appropriate PPE and only prepared, prepackaged food will be served. 
During the games, the stands will be arranged to provide adequate social distancing. 
Before Monday practice, all athletes will be screened by the coach. Before each game, 
players will be screened. GCS vehicles will be disinfected before and after use. Visiting 
teams will be screened by their coach for symptoms of COVID-19 before being 
approved to play in a game. GCS will obtain a document from visiting teams stating 
each player’s eligibility to participate. 
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